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Friends Update Bu||d||‘|g Progl'ess

Thanks to all those who have paid - . . i .
¢ @np domat il ®ne All three buildings are now on piles and in their final resting place. There are

S he lalked . 5 - 6 of us working on them, and nearly all the structure work is done.
Garage doors are ordered, floor coverings priced, service trenches dug and

A big thanks to the Hardwick- electrical work underway.

Smiths and to the Hodges for

donating tools to the project. | would especially like to thank all builders, Les Worsley, Mike Weren and all
other supporters for their help to date. It is very enjoyable and challenging to

Also Thanks to all those who be part of something that i sioukprocess. |

helped with the open walk

fundraising day L R T L g

't

Also thank you to:

* Taranaki Feats for donating the
fantastic Opening Celebrations
catering.

* Eltham Little Theatre & Central
Taranaki Rose Society for their
generous donations.

* Uhlenberg Transport for supplying Sl . L
metal for the track upgrades. 5 If there is anyone willing
: to join us in anyway do
* Wonder Productg for dqnatlng not hesitate to ring me
products for use in our insect
monitoring. 06 7645068
* Eco Lab for donating drums for Joe
use as water collection points
around the fence.

* Wayne Jones at Fairview When completed we will show some before and after photos.

Aluminium for sponsoring 4 doors
for the buildings. Important Update

* Les Worsley and Karen Valintine ROTOKARE CELEBRATY ART AUCTION
for undertaking the mammoth

task of wiring the 3 buildings. . S .
e < All the artworks will feature at an exhibition at the Village Gallery, Eltham

* To the many people who have from 12" April, so make sure you find time to go and pick out a piece to
volunteered or helped out in some feature on your wall. Put the 7" May on your calendar, some $s in your

way, big or small, it is all much pocket and come along for a great night of fun. Artists/celebrities of note
appreciated. are:

John Key PM, Bill English, Chester Borrows, Janet Marshall, Lynda
Peppina. Javne Sarsfield and Sue Morton to name a few.




A stunning day for the open walk

fundraiser

There was an excellent turn out for the pest-
proof fence fundraising open walk on
Sunday the 11™ of April; the 49 guests were
treated to clear skies, abundant bird life and
the quiet hum of dedicated volunteers,
working conscientiously to complete the new
barrier free walkways around the lake.
Committee members and volunteers took
small groups of gue st s t o admi
wa l | O-prdofpfense}), and for a few game
guests that completed the gruelling hike

right around the 8.2km fence, the magnificent views at the top, and sausages and cakes on
return were well deserved. Guests to Rotokare were generous with donations and
purchases of native bird soft toys, with the $400 raised going towards the final stages of the
buildings. Many guests inquired eagerly about the next open walk, so open walks are sure
to become a regular occurrence at the lake.

Environmental Education Update

The first term of 2010, proved to be a busy and successful one with three units piloted by
schools. Rawhitiroa School brought all of their students and enjoyed a day looking at some
amazing plants, whilst piloting the Plants are Cool unit. This was a real challenge for me as
Rawhitiroa School is a full primary, and activities had to be suited to a wide range of ages. The
students were really well behaved and seemed to really enjoy the day. One very observant
student found a rare giraffe weevil (see Rotokare Residents) which allowed the students in that
group to really grasp how important the eradication of pests has been to the recovery of rare
native fauna and flora at Rotokare.

The second school, New Plymouth central, piloted the Extraordinary Ecosystems unit where
they looked at food chains and trophic levels, exploring a rotting log for invertebrates and other
organisms. Stratford High School was the last school for the term, a class of year 9 students
piloted the Eco-detectives unit, they looked at classification of plants and animals, and the
remarkable adaptatonsa s el ecti on of Rotokareds plants

Coming into the second term it is just as busy with two classes from Tawhiti School visiting in
the first week followed by St Josephs School in Stratford in the second week. | am well on
track for the proposed goals for having each unit piloted, and feedback from teachers so far is
positive Melissa Jacobson (Environmental Educator).
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Get up close with mosses!

By Banry Hartley

Mosses are one of the most widely distributed classes of plants in New Zealand but are often
overlooked or not recognised. Sometimes they are even confused with other plants such as ferns
or liverworts.

Rotokare has its own share with at least
forty species growing on the ground or
epiphytic on trees. Mosses and liverworts
can be very similar upon first glance and
they grow in similar places, even together.
The simplest things to look for are a mid-
vein in the leaf which mosses have and
liverworts do not. Also if it does not have a
clearly separate stem and leaves it is
probably a liverwort.

Very few mosses have common names and identification is sometimes dependent on microscopic
examination of the cell pattern. Fortunately the leaves are usually only one cell thick and if they dry
out they can be easily reconstituted with a bit of water. This of course also enables them to survive
drought conditions.

One of the more conspicuous species at Rotokare is an Umbrella Moss (Hypoterygium
filiculaeforme) where there are several square meters on the ground beside the track especially
around the head of the east arm. It will look to be dead in a dry summer but soon bounces back
with a bit of rain.

Other species will be seen encrusting or hanging from tree trunks and branches throughout the
bush. They provide a haven for small invertebrates and store moisture which can support the
germination of other plants.

Stratford High School Hillary Challenge

Last month eight Stratford High students came to help collect

tracking cards as part of their Hillary Challenge activities. Thank

you to Kel si Bail y, Kelly Bi s
Mar chant , Sam Hinton, Ben Hic
awesome help i we were impressed with your ability and

attitude to take on the rough terrain with ease.




Happenings on the ground

By Simon Collins

As wusual , the sanctuary work on the grounc
maintenance and checks, plus intensive pest monitoring keeps everyone well out of trouble! It
is hugely rewarding work though, and provides an immense sense of achievement and
satisfaction on a daily basis.

As many of you are aware, we have experienced several issues with the entry gates, causing
us all concern. We have been working closely with Automatic Doors and Gates, and have
slowly narrowed down the possible reasons for the faulting system by running test cycles and
troubleshooting. Recently weinst al | ed a s mal | diode to a r
and so far no more faulting issues (fingers crossed!). You will also notice the addition of
OEmergency Exité buttons at -rileitte magrasystes and apgen
the gates should a fault occur.

The pest-monitoring round for April is complete, and final checking of cards will be finished

soon. This has been a nervous round for us as mouse detections had increased just prior to

commencing the moni t ornonpgked upany fultherwetectons towaed
Unfortunately a rat was recently trapped though, and this came as quite a shock! In all cases

of pest detection we respond with a thorot
specifically for that detection. We have two more months of intensive pest monitoring to go

before we can take a breath and fully ref/l

quite tired by theend of Junei qui t e a good time for anyoaqute
this side of the operation to come and give us a hand. All are welcome.

Rotokare Residents

New Zealand Giraffe Weevil, Lasiorhynchus barbicornis, occurs throughout New
Zealand, however, it is now very rare. At up to 15cm long it is the longest beetle
in New Zealand. This long length is taken up mostly by a long snout. Males
have their antennae at the tip of t h
antennae near the base of the snout.

They live mainly on logs and tree trunks in forests, where they eat dead wood.
Females bore deep holes into wood (Karaka, houhere, and pigeonwood) to lay
eggs. The young hatch and burrow further into the wood where they stay feeding
until they are ready to emerge as adults.




