
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 2010 

Chairman’s Report  
 

2009 was a busy year and we still have much to do, but we have dealt with many jobs and done them 
well.  On that note, I’d like to thank my fellow trustees for their support and I especially appreciate the 
way we have all worked together, for this is a great cause.  Some of the bigger things achieved or 
underway are: 

·  We have had 12 months with Simon, our site manager, on the job and going well. 

·  Project Manager roles are working well too. 

·  Melissa Jacobson, our new environmental educator has started her education role.  Her 
enthusiasm for the job is exciting and important, as the environmental education programme 
will be a big part of Rotokare’s work with the community. 

·  Apart from some gate problems, the fence is behaving well. 

·  Our pest eradication programme is looking really good and our volunteers’ efforts are a big 
part of this. 

·  At last we have the consents necessary for buildings to go onto their piles so we can start 
working on them.  Planning is well underway. 

·  Another massive effort from “lake people” and the community was the planting of 10,000 trees 
on the land donated to the Trust. 

·  As a result of the work done by management and helpers in fundraising for these efforts, we 
are partially funded for next year, but we have to keep working on raising more.   

·  The last event was by no means the least: Our closing ceremony for the fence and gates.  It 
was a terrific day, magic support, and I say a “good work” to our support crew.  

To conclude, it’s been a great year and it is really rewarding to still have the community behind us, as 
well as having the involvement and respect of so many organisations.  

 

Thanks again to you all.  Happy New Year. 

 

Joe 

 

 

 



A Reason to Celebrate  
A huge number of “Friends”, sponsors, local dignitaries, MP’s, 
and councillors were treated to a beautiful setting when they 
came to officially celebrate the completion of the pest-proof fence 
in November. 

Ngati Tupaia welcomed all of the visitors to Rotokare, and 
fantastic speeches were made by our Chair Joe Menzies, Mayor 
Ross Dunlop, MP Chester Borrows, TRC councillor Neil Walker, 
and Associate Minister of Conservation Kate Wilkinson (now Minister).  Mrs Joan O’Connor 
completed the opening by unveiling the celebratory plaque, and has taken the time to talk about her 
early memories of Rotokare: 

“Having farmed the land surrounding the lake for many years, Rotokare has 
been a long time interest to our family.  In the 1940s it wasn’t uncommon to 
hear the call of the kiwi or see many kereru.  Wild pigs used to come out of 
the bush and root up the ground, making a mess of the pasture, especially 
near the milking shed.  Hunters gradually got rid of them!  Often we also had 
possum trappers coming out from town. 

Before the existing road over the Mangamingi Saddle was built, the only 
access to Mangamingi was along the “Old Road” through the reserve.  An 
early pioneering family, travelling by horse and wagon with their worldly 
goods on board, had an accident on the way and we found pieces of broken 
crockery along the track up until quite recent times. 

Wally Ware and the late Pat O’Connor were instrumental in building the original boat ramp so that 
their families could enjoy boating and waterskiing on the lake.  My friends and I used to ride horses 
down to the lake for a day of leisure. 

Before the lake road was built in the 70s, people wanting to use the lake had to take their boats 
across farmland and often a tractor had to be used to pull them back up the hill when they wanted to 
leave. 

Rotokare is a tremendous project and the effort on the part of many volunteers and organisations is a 
credit to all.  The fence will provide protection to the forest and wildlife for many years to come.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

New track work nearly complete! 
With funding from the Significant Community-based Projects Fund there have been some substantial 
improvements to the walking track. 

 

 

 

 

Ground work was carried out by Hawera Hire, and substantial preparation work by our volunteers.  
Four Community Max employees – Inness (team leader), Jade, Greg and Steven have been working 
hard to meet targets and create a quality finish.  The barrier free track is not yet finished, but 
hopefully it will be by March, once a final layer and compaction is done.  Boardwalks are nearly 
complete, and the next step will be to repair some of the existing structures and mud holes.  Come 
out and check it out! 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

  Oops! One board too many 

 

 

Volunteer of the Month    

 
I have been coming to Lake Rotokare as a volunteer since July 2009, after the family farm 
near Hawera was sold and I found myself with time to investigate a career in conservation.  
The Mainland Island Sanctuary concept of Rotokare has always fascinated me and once 
Simon and the crew showed me the ropes about tracking tunnels, I was hooked! 

My background as a tramper and mountaineer was helpful – at least I 
had the boots and clothing – but a day on those tunnel lines is tougher 
than on the mountain.  I really enjoy the variety of jobs to be done at 
the lake; fence checks, tree planting, trap checking and most recently 
installing lizard pitfall traps, but the best part is joining in with the great 
bunch of people who are involved in the project.  Just being out in the 
bush, which is so healthy and luxuriant thanks to the fence, is a real 
buzz.  I look forward to learning more skills and of course hearing 
some rare native birdlife once they are brought in one day soon. 

 

 

 

 



Five Minutes Now – a lifetime of benefits � � �������������
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We hope you’ve been able to enjoy some summer days and evenings out at the lake, despite the fact 
that the algal bloom has put paid to waterskiing and swimming.  The algae seem to be one pest we 
just can’t keep out (but that’s another story).  The Trust is adamant that Rotokare’s conservation must 
go hand-in-hand with recreational enjoyment of this great place.  The last thing the Trust would want 
to do is have a people-free sanctuary and there’s no way that will happen, especially under Joe’s 
watch.   

But… open access brings risks to our desired pest-free status.  Pest animals can be brought in 
deliberately and accidentally.  In turn, those stowaway pests and liberated pets will compromise our 
ability to bring back endangered species.  They also divert our attention, work effort and funds from 
more positive activities.  Staff and volunteers have to down tools to track and capture invading pests.   

Pests are pretty sneaky.  Recently I found that the cat had chased a mouse into my bag that was 
sitting on the floor.  Another time it could have been chased into the picnic food bag, or my 
daypack or boot and I’d have trotted off to Rotokare none-the-wiser.  Mice have been known 
to nest in cars around the warm engine and up under the chassis.  Trustee Gavin 
Johnson, who works in vehicle repair, said you’d be amazed at how 
common this is.  We all know where starlings manage to stuff nesting material.  
These could easily become great rat or mouse nests.  

Keeping pests out involves a small amount of effort by every visitor.  Just five 
minutes to “stop, check, and keep pests out” (or should that be kick ‘em out).   

To you, Friends of the Lake, supporters and volunteers, please help keep pests out so we all reap the 
benefits.  Do the right thing – every time – when you come to the lake, and be a messenger for the 
Rotokare cause too.  Tell others how to do the right thing and why. 

 

So, before you or your visitors leave home on a tri p to Rotokare: 

�  Pack any bags on the day you leave for Rotokare. 

�  Check your gear before leaving home, especially anything that has been on the floor, stored 
for a while, or used to hold food.  

�  Check your vehicle, boat, camping or picnic gear for rodents and their droppings (hey, what a 
good reason to clean out the car and check under the bonnet). 

�  Leave pets at home. 

�  Tell first-time visitors to Rotokare what they should do. 

�  Re-bait your rat and mouse traps (oops, that might take more than five minutes).  

Outside the Rotokare gates:  

�  Take a few minutes to open the car doors, check for stowaways, scare stowaways out.  Get 
children to help.  Make it a game, and make it routine. 

�   Stop, check, then go on green. 

If you think you have seen a rat, cat, stoat, ferret, mouse, rat, possum, rabbit, hare, hedgehog, etc, let 
Rotokare workers know as soon as you can.  The phone number is on a sign at the gates. 

We are excited about the prospects of bird reintroductions in the next 12-18 months (let the 
paperwork begin!).  On-going “no pests detected” status will ease that process and help make 
Rotokare thrive.  Thanks for being part of our “border biosecurity” effort. 

 

 



Radios 

 
The Southern Trust  has granted our Trust almost $5000 for two-way 
radios for use at the lake.  The handheld radios will help us increase 
fieldwork efficiency, e.g. by reducing waiting times when various teams of 
workers are in the bush, and conveying changes of plan, meeting place or requests for extra 
equipment.  They will also help workers call for backup e.g. if there is a serious fence breach, or a 
need for extra snacks!  The radios will also be important for worker, volunteer and visitor safety, 
especially for people working alone.  The supplier will be Advanced Better Communications  of 
New Plymouth, whose quote included a 17% discount.  Thanks to these supporters. 

 

 

Exciting New Prints Discovered 

 
Recently our wonderful tracking card checkers discovered some exciting 
new prints on the cards.  Shown to the right is an example of a gecko 
print, showing both front and hind footprints, and also tail drag marks 
(taken with thanks from www.gotchatraps.co.nz). 

 

 

 

 

 

Maintenance Project on Fence Begins 

 
Volunteers have been busy “ramping” earth against the inside of the 
fence.  Simon explains that this project is expected to take a year, as 
we'll go back to it periodically in between other higher priority jobs. “It 
will, however, prove to make fence checks much easier and will help us 
feel much more confident about the fence overall.  It will be much easier 
to detect any rodent activity around the base of the fence.” 

 

 

 

“Friends” Subscriptions Due 
Thanks for all the support over the last year, but it is the time of the year for renewing your 
subscription again.  Enclosed or attached is a invoice for you either to post back to us or details if you 
want to pay by ebanking.  The Trust is very grateful and appreciative for all the support - both 
financially and in kind.   

Our membership is growing but it would be wonderful if we had even more supporters.  So the 
challenge for the year is for each and everyone of you is to introduce Rotokare to another person.   

 



Environmental Education Programme ready to roll 

 
Melissa, whom we introduced in the last newsletter, has successfully completed the first stage of 
education development.  Her comprehensive research enabled her to deliver a feasibility report to the 
Trustees.  Education trustee rep Gavin Johnson says that this report has now been approved, with 
glowing feedback from all trustees, “we are rapt with the work Melissa has done and are more than 
confident in her ability to deliver something truly unique for Taranaki education”.  It was concluded 
from this research that Rotokare, as a site for Environmental Education (EE), will provide an 
accessible, multi-faceted and highly valuable resource.  This, combined with an enthusiastic educator 
and a unique, innovative and interactive programme, leaves 
no doubt that this programme will be a success.   

The next stage is developing some of the many programme and unit 
ideas Melissa has (see figure).  This involves development of not 
only curriculum-linked activities for school visits, but also crucial 
pre- and post-visit teacher resources and effective evaluation 
criteria, which is necessary to measure the impact and value of such a 
programme.   

First term this year will see pilot schools trialing some of the 
new units.  The Rotokare EE programme will be open to all 
schools from Term 2 onwards.  Focus initially will be on primary, 
intermediate and secondary schools, however, other possible 
audiences have been identified (early childhood education, groups, 
clubs, etc.) and these will be explored further in the near future.  
Melissa says “2010 is going to be an amazing year for Rotokare 
Scenic Reserve Trust, and I am really excited to be a part of helping to share our project via 
environmental education”.  

 

Science fellow joins Rotokare 

 
We welcome Janet King, a teacher at Mangorei Primary School, who 
successfully applied to the Royal Society of New Zealand for a science 
fellowship.  The fellowship was set up in recognition that primary-aged 
students’ level of enthusiasm for science, and amount being taught, is 
declining – the fellowship is designed to re-energize science teaching.  Janet 
will be immersed in Rotokare’s day-to-day operations.  She will have a 
particular focus on ecological monitoring work, such as invertebrate 

sampling, lizard searches and fernbird surveys.  We are lucky enough to have Janet with us for 
Terms 1 and 2 this year, and are pleased that Rotokare is able to provide such opportunities and 
wider benefits. 
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