ROTOKARE

Bush Telegraph
06 764 8500

Autumn 2019

www.rotokare.org.nz

contact@rotokare.org.nz

Welcome

Bringing birds back, together!

to the Autumn edition of the
Rotokare Bush Telegraph!

Conservation collaboration delivers big outcomes with reintroduction projects.
Big thanks to Kevin Parker of Parker Conservation, Supporters of Tiritiri Matangi
Island, Department of Conservation (DOC), and the Taranaki Mounga Project
(TMP) for their support in returning Tītipounamu / Rifleman to Rotokare, and big
thanks to the Pāteke Recovery Group and their major sponsor Air New Zealand,
the many pāteke captive breeding facilities and The Isaac Conservation and
Wildlife Trust for helping Rotokare bring back Pāteke / Brown teal to Taranaki.
Rotokare is now home to five of six endemic extant bird groups in New Zealand.

A big thank you for helping us with:
OPERATIONS
Jen Roberts—for supplying bait
Mark Caskey—for supplying bait

Taranaki Regional Council—for We are also grateful for the support of other Taranaki biodiversity projects for
trapping support with Halo protection sharing our aspirations towards regional restoration, and sharing mutual

Manaakitanga (generosity and care). Here's to helping Taranaki’s birds flourish!
VOLUNTEER COMSUMABLES
Beach Energy—8x iPads and
keyboard folios, 2x desktop computers,
keyboards, and screens (see more later
in newsletter)
OTHER DONATIONS
Uhlenberg Haulage—for contributing
metal for maintenance work

Kane Bretherton
Introducing our new Site Manager!

Central Tyre & Automotive Ltd.—for
helping with tyres and rims of our halo We are delighted to introduce you to the
fantastic Kane Bretherton as Rotokare’s new
quad bike
Ballance Agri-Nutrients—for Safety Site Manager. Kane is a Taranaki local with
Cross $500 cash donation to support a farming background and experience in
trapping and coaching rugby. He joined the
our efforts

Rotokare family in April and has been
working fulltime since June. Kane will be
managing the Halo project and the majority
of sanctuary infrastructure. As the project
has changed and more species-focused
work is required, a realignment of roles
became necessary: Fiona’s role has now
changed to Conservation Manager, and
Kane will shoulder the critical tasks across
VOLUNTEERING EFFORTS
halo and sanctuary development. We’re
Andrew Knapik and Giselle Slotboom thrilled to welcome Kane into the team!
(travellers that enjoyed Rotokare and
stayed to help out for a few days)

www.facebook.com/rotokare

Kane cradles the kiwi Miyagi for a
routine health check at Rotokare

Rotokare Scenic Reserve Trust
PO Box 33, Eltham 4353

Reserve Update
Kiwi Update
In May, kiwi dogs with their handlers James Fraser and Tash Coad
arrived to estimate our kiwi numbers. With 21 encounters (15 of which
were Rotokare-born), the survey result provided an estimate of about
150 kiwis at Rotokare, highlighting project success! Fiona and Sam
Hopkirk from Taranaki Kiwi Trust (TKT) have been freshly trained in
microchipping kiwi and are now able to microchip birds for the Taranaki
Kohanga Kiwi at Rotokare (TKKR) project as required.

Fiona with Miyagi for a transmitter change

Hihi / Stitchbird Update

Biodiversity

In the first week of April, members of the Hihi Recovery Group (HRG) convened for their annual meeting
which, this year, was held at Rotokare. On 3rd April, we hosted a Hihi Talk at Puke Ariki, with expert members
from the HRG talking to the public about the hihi’s story in Taranaki. Back at Rotokare, 41 hihi chicks have
been banded this season; Fiona is continuing to catch and band any
unbanded individuals we come across.
Tītipounamu / Rifleman Update
After an absence of many decades, rifleman finally returned to
Rotokare with 60 birds translocated from Egmont National Park over
three days in April. This is the first bird translocation off the Maunga
and we are delighted to begin establishing another secure rifleman
population in Taranaki. The translocation was a combined effort of
Rotokare staff and volunteers, volunteers from Supporters of Tiritiri
Matangi (among the best bird catchers in the country!), Kevin Parker of
Parker Conservation, the Taranaki Mounga Project (TMP), and the
Department of Conservation (DOC). These tiny birds have made
themselves at home here—tell us if you spot a Rifleman at Rotokare!

Fiona (Rotokare), Morag (Supporters of
Tiritiri Matangi), and Emily (DOC) work
together catching Tītipounamu

Pāteke / Brown Teal Update
On 16th May, 20 pāteke were flown in from Christchurch and released
into Rotokare. The incoming ducks had been fitted with radio Rotokare Ambassadors carefully carry
Tītipounamu in boxes for release
transmitters prior to their release to help us monitor their movements.
The translocation was a team effort by the Pāteke Recovery Group, pāteke captive breeding facilities and The
Isaac Wildlife and Conservation Trust, Air New Zealand, and the Department of Conservation (DOC). We are
now monitoring their daily movements and increasing trapping in the Halo to make it safer for them to fly over
the fence (a detailed report will follow in the next newsletter).
Mātātā / Fernbird Update
Fernbirds are flourishing outside Rotokare as well! 40 fernbids were
translocated to Mana Island in April, led by Friends of Mana Island
(FOMI) and Parker Conservation. The team from Pauatahanui, which
had received 40 fernbirds from us over the previous two years, reported
7 known breeding pairs. This is the ultimate success for Rotokare, to be
able to support aspirations of other conservation projects!
Volunteer Jenny releases a Pāteke

Reserve Update

Biosecurity

Biosecurity Update
We’ve been dealing with a few mouse incursions this season. Tracking
tunnel runs in April revealed a few mouse prints in the usual high-risk
areas. Mouse responses have been in place for most of April and May;
after heightened surveillance, we achieved a month of low/no catch in
May/June. After a clean run in late May by rodent dogs with their
We’ve had emergency mouse response
handlers Richard and Chelsey, we’re delighted to announce that our
traps out for April / May
monitoring indicates we are rodent-free once again. We will be running
high-risk tracking cards in July in line with our ongoing annual monitoring cycles.

Willows Update
As part of a grant from WWF, willow control has been boosted with the help of contractors from Te Kahuri
Nurseries. This involved a detailed sweep of the east arm wetlands area, controlling willows over a 120-hour
contract. An audit has indicated good results; this is helping us plan the next step for willow management.

Halo

Rotokare Halo Project
With Kane taking charge, the Halo
Project has been brought back to full
form. Existing traps are in the process
of being reset, rebaited, serviced,
repaired, or replaced as per their
condition. New traps are being
deployed to strengthen our trapping
network. Here are the Halo trap
counts for April to June this year.
Halo trap-catch: April to June 2019
With growing concern for the feral cat
population in the Halo, we have been increasing feral cat management, including making, deploying, and
checking live cage traps. We are working closely with Halo landowners to ensure no pets are harmed—we are
thankful for their support in this endeavour. With their help, we have so far deployed 49 additional traps and
caught 24 feral cats in the vicinity in the last month alone! In time, a permanent feral cat-management grid
across c.3,000ha will improve the safety of any wildlife that are at risk beyond the fence.

What do you Remember?

Help Us

The Eltham Ward Local Discretionary Fund is kindly funding a sign for
our Rotokare Education Centre. As some of you may know, in its past
life, this wharekura served as the Mangamingi School, built in 1903.

An old class picture in front of the
schoolroom, dated 1903

We are developing a sign to tell the story of this fabulous old building.
Some printed material from Jubilee books, including colourful
recollections by Darryl Ware and historical notes by June Bielski, are
helping us piece this story together. If you have memories or
photographs that could help us, Tricia would love to hear from you.
Contact Tricia at 06 764 8500 or contact@rotokare.org.nz

What’s up @ Rotokare?
What’s going on at Rotokare this autumn and winter? Keep track of activities and be part of the team!
Call 06 764 8500 or email contact@rotokare.org.nz to find out how to join our whānau

July 2019

Ongoing Activities

BIODIVERSITY
Kiwi Call Count Surveys
BIOSECURITY & OPERATIONS
High-Risk Tracking Tunnel Run
Fence Maintenance Tasks
EDUCATION & OUTREACH
1st- 5th Opunake High Work Experience Week @ Rotokare

Every Week
Hihi Sugar-Water Feed-out
Fence Check Routine
Trap Check Routine
Sunday Working Bee
(9.00am—12.00pm)

5th

Rotokare Night Tour #1

11th

Rotokare Holiday Programme @ Eltham and Kaponga Libraries

17th

Rotokare Night Tour #2

Kiwi Breeding Monitoring

26th

Rotokare Night Tour #3

Site maintenance

Every Month

August 2019
BIODIVERSITY
Kiwi Harness Changes
BIOSECURITY & OPERATIONS
Line Clearing in Preparation for Bird Pre-Breeding Surveys

Rotokare whānau gather to release
Pāteke

EDUCATION & OUTREACH
16th

Rotokare Night Tour #4

30th

Rotokare Night Tour #5

Walkway Projects
Annual Walkway Maintenance & Upgrades

Students from Spotswood College visit
Rotokare

Every year, walkway maintenance includes upgrades for the next most
needed sections—come and help us out, we could do with more hands!
Bush Classroom Development
Initial development has begun; we’ll continue with a few planned working
bees—are you good with a hammer and basic timber construction?

A ferret caught in a Halo cage-trap

Sanctuary Manager’s Note
A not-for-profit organisation is still a business
Since this project first kicked into gear, the grassroots flavour has been strong
and practical fieldwork has been our primary focus. The visible elements of our
work focus on maintaining a pest-free environment, restoring the Reserve
ecologically, facilitating the education and wellbeing of our community, and
restoring thriving populations of indigenous (including rare and endangered)
species to Taranaki. When I began working for the Trust, we were still operating
off the back of a trailer or from a car boot. A lot has changed since then and, in
the past decade, we’ve greatly progressed towards the vision and mission of the
Trust. But one thing that hasn’t changed (though it has become increasingly
important) is the need for innovative and efficient information technology.

Pāteke release: Simon with
Val Campbell, a long-time
volunteer and Life Member

Business systems (if conservation fieldwork is your background—as it is mine—feel free to cringe briefly)
are not quite as inspiring as kiwi hunting or monitoring one of the world’s seven hihi populations, but are
still critical to ensure that our project outcomes are well-managed and well-supported.
Over the past few years, we have been implementing new tools to improve our business efficiency and
efficacy. Examples include online banking, expanding our online accounting system, establishing an online
payroll system, and taking limited steps towards database and mapping tools for field operations. While
these have improved how we function, technology remains a weakness for us—especially the costs of IT
hardware and maintenance and subscriptions for online tools. We are currently working towards three
significant updates to our business systems: CRM development (Customer/Contact Relationship
Management system—enabling efficient communication), a cloud-based file management system (Office
365 & SharePoint—improving document protection and enabling remote access to information), and an
overdue website upgrade—improving how we tell our story and provide public engagement opportunities
and access to education resources.

Is there a sponsor out there inspired to support our IT and business systems?
We could do with the help, and an organisation keen on working together to achieve positive outcomes for
our environment and community could play a key part in enabling Rotokare to progress on this front.
I welcome any questions or suggestions—it’s a team effort after all!
Simon Collins—Sanctuary Manager: simon@rotokare.org.nz / 06 764 8500

Proud to be members of Wild for Taranaki!
Since the first Taranaki Biodiversity Forum was held in 2009, Rotokare has been a
keen and proactive advocate for regional collaboration in biodiversity and
conservation in the region. The Trust has always been committed to community-led
conservation and has strived to support the success of initiatives far and wide. With
the establishment of the Taranaki Biodiversity Accord in 2012, a vision to unite
biodiversity restoration projects across Taranaki was within sight and thus Wild For
Taranaki was born in 2015.
Wild For Taranaki is now facilitating what is now the most advanced region-wide
collaborative in the country. Restore Taranaki supports 40 member organisations in
furthering their aspirations in ecological restoration, mobilising communities, and
working together to restore Taranaki’s biodiversity. Their commitment to collective
conservation is a purpose and vision we should all support and contribute towards.

Learn more at www.wildfortaranaki.nz

Education Update
Rotokare Ambassadors

Ambassadors Level Up
On 16th June, 6 Youth Ambassadors and 2 Mentors
graduated as the third batch of Rotokare Ambassadors.
These environment-savvy Year 6/7 students come from
schools across Taranaki and, over a year, have been
training to become the future of New Zealand
conservation. With workshops, field trips, conservation
events, and field training, the team has been out
organising their own initiatives in the community,
including Restore Ōpunake, From Mountain to Sea
Predator-Free, trap sales at Fitzroy School Gala, and
more!
Our Ambassadors are so thrilled with the programme that
they are all keen to return to Rotokare and continue their
training. As a result, we are now piloting a new Senior
Ambassador Programme to help them enhance their
skills in conservation leadership, group dynamics, and
science communication.

Rotokare Ambassadors 2018-19 (T: L-R) Harry Rankin,
Samuel Salisbury, Mentor Charlie Rankin (B: L-R) Charlie
Carr, Alika Hunn, Peyton Manley, Cassidy Hopperus-Buma
Missing: Mentor Kobi Simons

In the meantime, we are recruiting a brand new batch of
Ambassadors; we can’t wait to see what these two new
teams achieve together!

Rotokare Night Tours

Rotokare by Night
Experience the forest like never before! Meet beady-eyed morepork, hear scuttling wēta on the forest floor,
discover hidden treasures in our glow worm hideouts, smell kiwi poop upon the air, and watch tuna (eels) and
banded kōkopu on our exciting Night Tours!

Public Tour Dates
Friday 5th July
Wednesday 17th July
Friday 26th July
Friday 16th August
Friday 30th August
Friday 20th September

$10 per adult | $5 per child (Age 1-18)
Costs payable to the
Rotokare Scenic Reserve Trust
For bookings, call 06 764 8500 or write to
educator@rotokare.org.nz

Co-hosted by

If you are keen in construction and track maintenance,
biosecurity monitoring (tracking tunnels, trap work),
biodiversity monitoring (feeding hihi, bird surveys), planting,
education, and helping with public relations, cleaning, or
even donating a cooked meal for our working bees, then
get in touch with us at volunteers@rotokare.org.nz

Volunteer
Focus

Celebrating Amazing People
Volunteer Fieldwork Hours

Volunteer Features

Trap check volunteers—we need you!

4,514 hours

Are you keen on being outdoors, keeping fit, and making a crucial
difference for rare wildlife?
Within the sanctuary, we routinely check hundreds of traps as
permanent security against pest incursions. The halo project
covers over 3,000 hectares and urgently requires keen and
capable people to help.
A few hours per month makes a huge difference

January 2019 : 678 hours
February 2019 : 920 hours
March 2019: 762.75 hours
April 2019: 984 hours
May 2019: 531 hours
June 2019: 638.25

Jessica Fancy
Our newest volunteer Jess is a keen regular! She recently completed a
Master of Science in Conservation Biology from Massey, focusing on the
frolics of captive kea. She’s now beefing up her fieldwork experience with
trap and fence checks, and anything to do with birds. Jess has so far helped
us with bird count surveys, hihi feeding, and kiwi work at the lake. With all
this experience clocked up, we’re sure she will land a conservation job soon.

Sponsors

Thank You, Beach Energy
New technology is always a boon for efficient conservation! We are grateful to Beach
Energy for their generous donation of iPads, iPad folios, computer monitors and
keyboards for the Education and Volunteer Programmes. The iPads have made an
immediate impact with visiting schools to record wildlife and enhance Rotokare’s
iNaturalist project. The monitors and keyboards will be part of new work stations to
help Rotokare volunteers manage sanctuary data efficiently, and support accessibility
for researchers and interns working at Rotokare in the coming years.

Beach Energy presents a donation to Rotokare Trustees
and Sanctuary Manager Simon

Ash shows off the Beach Energy donations

Join the Rotokare family and help the community achieve big things together in this sanctuary!
For individual and group volunteering opportunities, contact us at 06 764 8500 or contact@rotokare.org.nz

Wish List

Our wish list contains particulars that would help

We need your help!

volunteers do their tasks better—we welcome Rotokare works hard to deliver significant conservation
and community outcomes. Give us a hand by:
donations and contributions of the following:

Contributing wish list items
 Short-handled Hammers

Donating towards current projects
 Fiskars Extended Loppers

Volunteering at our Sunday working bees
 Lightweight Forestry Ladders—urgent!
(9am—12pm, with free lunch!)
 Commercial Vacuum Cleaner—urgent!

Becoming “Friends of the Lake” (FOL) with a
 Estwing Hammers
$30-$50 annual donation for news, updates, and
invites to special events

Special call for help!

Shed & Workshop Development
Over the next few months, we will be renovating
some areas in our operational workshop,
including extensions of our shed

Contact us at 06 764 8500 or contact@rotokare.org.nz
Address: PO Box 33, Eltham 4353

We are calling for donations and materials for
this work—please contact Simon if you can help
06 764 8500 / simon@rotokare.org.nz
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