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WWF on board at Rotokare
We are delighted to welcome WWF to the Rotokare project, and
even more excited to have their support to boost biosecurity
efforts within the sanctuary. The first part of this project is
making a big hit on the ‘lovely willows’ doing their best to
consume the wetlands. Contractors have been employed to add
to the huge efforts undertaken by our
Large, dead trees visible, with a carpet of
team.
saplings emerging
The second part of this project will be
upgrading some of our in-sanctuary
trapping and monitoring infrastructure—
a good winter workshop task.

TSB Community Trust

sunscreen

We are thrilled to report the TSB Community Trust
has come on board for three years, at a time when this
 Tawhiti School—food for volunteers
extra support is so crucial to our efforts. This grant will
 Rotokare and Zealandia
give the Trust the necessary funding to support
Ambassadors—food for volunteers
increased capacity to maintain the Halo programme and ensure sanctuary
infrastructure is well in-hand, and support the annual 12-week Trainee Ranger
OTHER DONATIONS
summer placement from NMIT. Additionally, the TSB Community Trust is the
major partner for the upcoming pāteke and tītipounamu reintroductions —
 Stratford Engineering—bolts for the Thanks, we really appreciate being able to work together to deliver big
water gate
outcomes for the community!
 Taranaki Lizard Group—leaf rolls for

our lizard enclosures
 Vanessa Hook—for sterlised pottles

Bring back Pāteke and Tītipounamu!
The country’s rarest waterfowl and its smallest forest bird have been missing from

(being used for our Curious Minds Rotokare for perhaps a hundred years! Check out Page 5 to help us bring them back...
project)
VOLUNTEERING EFFORTS
Thank you for your efforts and
enthusiasm!

Betts & Bishops Landscaping and
Construction Ltd.

www.facebook.com/rotokare

Rotokare Scenic Reserve Trust
PO Box 33, Eltham 4353

Reserve Update

Manager’s Note

From the Sanctuary Manager’s Desk
Over a decade ago, the 8.2km pest-proof fence and the eradication of 12 pest
species were completed. The Environmental Education programme will be 10
years old this year and will teach its 15,000th student any day now. Since the first
species reintroduction (of kiwi, in 2012), we have returned more threatened
species to Taranaki (tīeke / saddleback and hihi / stitchbird), and are about to
translocate our 8th & 9th species to Rotokare, including another regional
reintroduction (pāteke / brown teal). We have also established a 3,500 hectares
pest control programme (Halo Project) surrounding Rotokare. All this was
achieved with dedicated governance, staff, and a truly humbling 10,000+ annual
volunteer hours.

Simon in ‘the other office’

If plans come together, in a few weeks time with the reintroduction of tītipounamu/rifleman, Rotokare will be one
of the few places nationwide where all four surviving endemic songbird families are represented (note: the
piopio, an endemic songbird family of its own, is extinct).
Keeping the machine running takes huge effort, and it costs. Our income comes from around 40 main sources.
We work hard to ‘earn a living’ through fundraising (donations, sales and fees, contracts), and receive strong
support from sponsors, in-kind contributors, and grant funding. The fundraising challenge is best summed up
by the huge effort to cover the day to day operations, and the uncertainty of longer-term funding making
planning very difficult at times. We are saving towards a longer-term goal of an endowment fund to sustainably
support the ongoing running of the core sanctuary project into the future. We need your help to keep the wheels
turning now and to build for the future—please consider how you can be a part this incredible community-led
success story. We would be thrilled to hear from you: 06 764 8500 / simon@rotokare.org.nz

Biodiversity

Kiwi Update
6 new chicks this season are being monitored. The Taranaki Kohanga Kiwi at Rotokare (TKKR) project, a
partnership with Taranaki Kiwi Trust, is actively monitoring productivity—gathering data on breeding, hatching
success, and chick survival. The Kiwi Recovery Group had recently undertaken a site assessment and believes
we are at capacity with ~20 breeding pairs, which supports our last estimate! We’re working closely with Kiwis
for Kiwi (K4K) to build capacity for kiwi practitioners and schools whilst finding more founders. Early in March,
Fiona began training towards becoming one of Taranaki’s first kiwi transponder insertion/microchipping
technicians! A kiwi dog will be visiting us in April to further help size up our population. The ultimate goal is just
around the corner—harvesting kiwi offspring for translocation to other protected sites and boost kiwi numbers in
the wider Taranaki region.
Hihi / Stitchbird Update
We’ve banded 35 hihi chicks from at least 11 nests this season and un-banded
pairs and fledglings have been sighted in at least three different locations—a
fantastic sign of natural nesting! Some parents for this year were only born last
year. Acoustic research on Rotokare’s hihi by researchers from Zoological Society
of London (ZSL) has helped determine population success and given us
international media exposure; we are thrilled to be part of a global project and to
participate in conservation beyond Taranaki. OMV New Zealand are the major
partner supporting the restoration of hihi in Taranaki—thanks for helping make this
ambitious challenge a success!

Fiona cradles a hihi chick after
banding and a health check

Reserve Update

Biosecurity

Biodiversity

Dactylanthus taylorii—Wood rose
In 2014, we began a project with DOC Taranaki to reintroduce this endangered, sparsely-found parasitic plant
to Rotokare. We have been collecting and sowing seeds periodically—it can take up to seven years before we
see evidence of success. In the spring, a team from Rotokare and DOC collected seeds again, which we’ll be
sowing in May. Known to be pollinated by the endangered short-tailed bat and possibly by tieke/saddleback, this
inconspicuous plant which has been decimated by possums and rats is a prime example of the diversity and
complexity of ecological relationships.
Lake Research
Brendan Hick’s team from Waikato University have been regularly checking on
the lake’s health and following up on research around cyanobacteria levels and
eel and perch populations. John Charteris, a researcher on the team, returned in
February to have a closer look at freshwater sponges discovered on their last
visit.

John investigates recentlydiscovered freshwater sponges

Biosecurity Update
We have had three tracking card runs over summer—two peak season runs over the holidays and the high-risk
in mid-February. All came back clean! Recently we have detected and caught a few mice, the first since early
2018. This is always a concern, and critical reminder to all who visit Rotokare to do
their bit—please check your vehicles and boats carefully! A full-sanctuary run
will be scheduled for April.
Willow control continues with the removal of smaller cryptic plants. Our World
Wetlands Day Working Bee saw a group come out to tackle some willows while our
Gecko (L) and skink (R) prints WWF grant is bringing in some expert help in Feb-March. We’ll be scheduling a
are as different as stripes and Vespex toxin delivery soon to reduce wasp numbers in the sanctuary.
spots

Staff updates

Rotokare Halo Project
We bid farewell to Aaron Jacobson, our Halo Ranger for the past three years—
thank you for your dedication and jolly good humour for so tough a job! We wish
you the best for your journey ahead.
In recognition of the increased work undertaken through various species
programmes and the significant importance of maintaining high input in the halo
project, the Trust has been realigning some elements of staff roles. Fiona’s role
has now been redefined as Conservation Manager, which is focused on the
sanctuary biosecurity and biodiversity, plus the volunteer programme. We are now
recruiting a Site Manager who will manage the Halo project and the majority of
Good luck, Aaron!
sanctuary infrastructure (including walkways, structures, facilities, machinery, and
so on). This ensures sufficient capacity to keep delivering quality community engagement and biodiversity
restoration goals effectively, and allows us scope to plan towards future species reintroduction projects.

Buy our Special Honey
This limited-edition batch honey is from bees foraging on local mānuka, kāmahi, rewarewa,
and rātā among other beautiful natives in the lowland forests of Rotokare.
We’re on our last few jars...hurry and get yours today!
To purchase, call 06 764 8500 or email contact@rotokare.org.nz
or just drop by our office up at Rotokare!

What’s up

What’s going on at Rotokare this autumn? Keep track of our updates and
activities with our new centrefold!

March 2019

Ongoing Activities

BIODIVERSITY
Hihi Chick Banding
Kiwi Monitoring & Egg-lifts for Kiwi for Kiwi

Every Week
Hihi Sugar-Water Feed-out
Trap Check Routine

April 2019

Sunday Working Bee
(9.00am—12.00pm)

BIODIVERSITY
Kiwi Monitoring & Egg-lifts for Kiwis for Kiwi
Kiwi Dog Visit

Every Month

Rodent Dog Visit
3rd — 5th

Hihi Recovery Group Meet at Rotokare

3rd April

Hihi Talk @ Puke Ariki (6pm — 8pm)

6th — 12th

Mātātā / Fernbird Translocation: Rotokare to Mana Island

23rd — 30th

Tītīpounamu / Rifleman Translocation: Taranaki Mounga to

Kiwi Chick Harness Changes
Kiwi Breeding Monitoring

Rotokare
BIOSECURITY & OPERATIONS
Full-Sanctuary Tracking Tunnel Run
EDUCATION & OUTREACH
13th—14th

Rotokare Ambassadors Visit Zelandia, Wellington

18th April

Survival Game, 10am — 1pm (School Holiday Programme)

24th April

“For the Birds” Bird Art, 10am — 1pm (School Holiday

Hihi have been using kiwi feathers to
make their nests warm and cosy

Programme)

May 2019

Students from St Mary’s Diocesan
look at plants for their NCEA 2.6

BIODIVERSITY
Pāteke Translocation: Peacock Springs to Rotokare
Kiwi Adult Harness Changes
Telling our story to the Betts &
Bishops Landscaping team

@ Rotokare?
To know more about how you can get involved at Rotokare—call us at 06 764 8500 or write to
contact@rotokare.org.nz to join the whānau

Sponsor Their Return to Rotokare

PĀTEKE / BROWN TEAL
Rotokare is welcoming 20 captive-bred birds in May
Touted as New Zealand’s rarest waterfowl, there are only 2,500 Pāteke / Brown Teal (Anas chlorotis)
worldwide, with none present in Taranaki. Introduced mammals and habitat loss through wetland drainage
and estuary reclamation have restricted wild populations; captive breeding has helped save the species
and aided their reintroduction into their home ranges. After a site assessment visit from the Pāteke
Recovery Group, Rotokare will be ready to return Pāteke to Taranaki, the first in perhaps 100 years.

TĪTIPOUNAMU / RIFLEMAN
Rotokare is translocating up to 60 wild birds in late April from Taranaki Mounga
New Zealand’s smallest forest bird at 8cm long and 7g light, the endemic Tītipounamu / Rifleman
(Acanthisitta chloris) is an “At Risk / Declining” bird with a patchy population distribution across the North
Island. They require mature forests to live in but increased fragmentation has been decreasing their
numbers drastically. Rotokare’s tawa and podocarp forests will be ideal for the rifleman.

Education Update
Youth Ambassadors Unite!

Rotokare fostering Curious Minds

Rotokare Youth Ambassadors hosted Ambassadors
from Zealandia, Wellington, late last year. The young
conservationists bonded over a night tour and overnight
stay at Eltham Presbyterian Camp, while daytime was
devoted to bird monitoring, with Christmas kiwi hunts, 5
bird counts, and interactions with our toutouwai / robins.
Our Ambassador adventures will continue when our
team visits Zealandia in April.

Tamariki from Ngaere and Rawhitiroa schools install pitfall
traps and find a vagrant spider at Rotokare

Rotokare and Zealandia’s Ambassadors enjoy a day out in the
Taranaki summer sun

Wetlands for the win! We are partnering with MAIN
Trust on the Curious Minds initiative “Fish Food &
Fringes” focusing on riparian wetland margins at
Rotokare and Nowell’s Lake, Hawera. Students
from Hawera High, Ngaere School and Rawhitiroa
School will assess restoration by looking at creepy
crawlies, vegetation, and environmental factors
(with help from ASB Bright Sparks NZ). This project
will help us monitor biodiversity and gauge
restoration success over time; watch this space!

10 Years of TET and Rotokare Education
Rotokare’s Education programme was first launched in 2010 and, since then, the Taranaki
Electricity Trust (TET) has been there every step of the way. We are also grateful to be a
LEOTC provider (Learning Experiences Outside The Classroom) thanks to the Ministry of
Education. Now in the 10th year of our journey, we look forward to touching more lives and
teaching more tamariki together!

In the past 9 years, we have had

14,530
students from Taranaki
and Whanganui

79.6%
of all Taranaki schools
visiting Rotokare

357

29

ECE (Early Childhood) Rotokare Youth and
visitors
Mentor Ambassadors

School Holiday Events
Survival Game

For the Birds

Survive the forest with the
ultimate game of tag—
Predators vs Prey!

Create bird mosaics,
collages, and stencil art!

Thursday 18th April

Wednesday 24th April

10am — 1pm

10am — 1pm

$5/child

$5/child

If you are keen in construction and track maintenance,
biosecurity monitoring (tracking tunnels, trap work),
biodiversity monitoring (feeding hihi, bird surveys), planting,
education, and helping with public relations, cleaning, or
even donating a cooked meal for our working bees, then
get in touch with us at volunteers@rotokare.org.nz

Volunteer
Focus

Celebrating Amazing People
Trap check volunteers—we need you
Are you keen on being outdoors, keeping fit, and
making a crucial difference for rare wildlife?
Within the sanctuary, we routinely check hundreds of
traps as permanent security against pest incursions.
The halo project covers over 3,000 hectares and
urgently requires keen and capable people to help.
Please consider giving a few hours per month

Volunteer Fieldwork Hours
Rotokare would not be the paradise it is
without the love, hard work, and dedication of
its fabulous volunteers. We couldn’t do it
without you!

Volunteer Fieldwork Hours 2018

7702.4 hours
January 2019 : 678 hours
February 2019 : 920 hours
March 2019:

Audrey Thompson
Our 11th and newest member in the Rotokare Life Member Club, Audrey is an unforgettable figure around the
Reserve. Dubbed our resident plant lady, she can be spotted spraying weeds in the courtyard or replanting
flaxes along the track. She’s also known as our resident
woodwork lady, with her handiwork gracing every corner
of the Reserve and embracing many a hihi egg and
chick! And as the resident wise soul, she can be seen
leading children on nature walks for the Education
Team, or actively attending Committee and Reference
Group Meetings. A whirlwind, one-of-a-kind woman like
Audrey can make us nothing but supremely lucky to
have her on our team!

The Bush Classroom Project
In 2016, the Trust envisioned the building of a new
interactive outdoor space just behind the courtyard in the
main office complex. After sitting in the pipeline for three
years, the project kicked-off late last month when the
amazing team from Betts & Bishops Landscaping &
Construction Ltd set in the steps and the beginnings of a
boardwalk within 2 days! We’re thankful to the team for
their enthusiasm and support and are in awe of what
they’ve achieved! We still has a long way to go, but will
continue the development in stages throughout the year!
Join the Rotokare family and help the community achieve big things together in this sanctuary!
For group volunteering opportunities, contact us at 06 764 8500 / contact@rotokare.org.nz

We need your help!

Wish List

Our wish list contains particulars that would help

volunteers do their tasks better—we welcome Rotokare works hard to deliver significant conservation
and community outcomes...give us a hand by:
donations and contributions of the following:

Contributing wish list items
 Sponsors/Cooks for Working Bee Lunches

Donating towards current projects
 2 Personal Locator Beacons for Volunteers

Volunteering at our Sunday working bees (9am—


Short-handled Hammers



Fiskars Extended Loppers



Lightweight Forestry Ladders



Pitchfork



Hose Spray Nozzle



Estwing Hammers



New Battery Drill



Sharpening Stone for Tools
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12pm, with free lunch!)


Becoming “Friends of the Lake” (FOL) with a
$30-$50 annual donation for news, updates, and
invites to special events

Contact us at 06 764 8500 or contact@rotokare.org.nz
PO Box 33, Eltham 4353

www.rotokare.org.nz

06 764 8500

