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Term 1 2021
Kiq hari te tau hou!
Happy New Year!

06 764 8500 | educator@rotokare.org.nz | www.rotokare.org.nz

New bush classroom project underway

We hope you’ve had a gentler
start to 2021 after the chaos of
2020. Here’s to a positive and
productive year ahead.
We’re excited to be working on
a brand new bush classroom in
the education courtyard, ready
for school use later this year. This
new interactive space is bound
to capture the interest of
students and adults like!

We envision our newsletter
giving you news from Rotokare
but also becoming a source of
seasonal ideas and projects for
you and your students. Here’s to
our many future endeavours!
Ngā mihi,
Ash Muralidhar
Environmental Educator

Our Education Programme
fulfils the Nature of Science
strand of the NZ curriculum
and centres on the following
Learning Areas:
Science — Living World strand
Social Science — Place and
Environment strand
Technology — Technology
and Society strand

Outdoor education at Rotokare has a whole new look with our new
bush classroom! A project in the works for almost six years is now
seeing completion thanks to support from Beach Energy and Betts &
Bishop Landscaping & Construction Ltd. Built in the bush behind our
Education Courtyard, the new classroom has a looped boardwalk
that will host six unique interactive stations dedicated to biodiversity
and conservation at Rotokare. With construction well under way, this
fabulous space will be open to use and exploration by schools later
this year.

‘Wai’ wetland is the word!
World Wetlands Day (2nd February)
gives a great opportunity to begin
conversations around water quality
and availability, and wetland
ecosystems. Rotokare’s “Wetland
Treasure Trove” module dives into
water monitoring, wetland surveying,
wetland biodiversity and restoration,
and wai awareness, with activities for
every year level both at Rotokare’s
18ha lake and in your own school
backyard.
Thirsty for more? Contact our Educator
Ash at educator@rotokare.org.nz

5 bug-friendly native plants for
your schoolyard

✓

Kōwhai

Sustains several species of
caterpillars, midges, and
weevils. Spring flowers
attracts
moths
and
butterflies

Even if bugs give you the creeps, you can’t
deny how they sustain our entire ecosystem!
Invertebrates are natural recyclers and sustain
a wide range of native birds and lizards. While ✓
Ferns
insect hotels and wētā motels provide a safe
space for special invertebrates, you need a Ferns form great ground
host of other ‘ordinary’ bugs for backyard birds cover for soil bugs and also
to feed on, especially through autumn. Here host caterpillars and larvae
are five easy-to-grow native plants that could all year round
brighten up the school yard and transform it ✓ Rangiora
into the ultimate protein supermarket.
Flowers and leaves bring
beetles, weevils, moths
✓
Koromiko
and caterpillars
White/lilac flowers in summer
✓ Pōhuehue
and autumn attract a range
Summer
flowers
bring
of beetles, flies, caterpillars,
beetles,
stick
insects,
mites, moths, and butterflies.
moths, weevils, aphids,
Grows anywhere!
caterpillars, and butterflies

April School Holiday Programme

Survival Game

Treasure Hunt

The ultimate game of
tag in the forest!

Race around the lake to
discover taonga!

Wednesday 21st April

Thursday 29th April

11am—1pm
Ages 8+ only

10am—1pm
Ages 6+ in teams of 3-4

$5 per child

$5 per child

No charge for adults

No charge for adults

Bookings essential! Please contact Ash at 06 764 8500 or educator@rotokare.org.nz

Thank you, Supporters!
The Rotokare Education Programme is honoured to have the generous
support of these funders. A big shout-out to our fantastic team of education
volunteers for their invaluable contributions, every time, every term.
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